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After spending months
supporting Operations
Enduring and Iraqi
Freedom, there is still
much to be done when
Soldiers return home from
deployment.

Upon their return, there
are powers of attorney to
cancel, insurance policies
to review and legal issues
that may have taken place
or arisen in their absence.

“The biggest problem
(we’re dealing with now)
is family law — problems
that come with long sepa-
rations of families and we
get quite a few,” said Capt.
Greg Musselman, chief of
legal assistance, Staff
Judge Advocate’s Office.
“The percentage has gone
up for separations and
divorces.”

He said other services

offered assist Soldiers with
tax issues and updating
their life insurance when
they return.

“It’s something they tend
to put off, but we often
deal with it because they
often come back and want
to change their beneficiar-
ies,” Musselman said,
adding that other problems
many Soldiers may face
upon returning is cancel-
ing or dealing with power
of attorney issues.

“There are three ways to
cancel a power of attorney.
The first is to write and
execute a document stating
cancellation. The second is
to destroy the document,
which can be a problem if
the person (entrusted with
the document) still has it.
The third is to allow the
document to expire,” he
explained.

Musselman said even
though the document is

cancelled the person hold-
ing the power of attorney
can still use it to make pur-
chases in the Soldier’s
name. This is especially
true if the power of attor-
ney is a general power of
attorney and if only some
merchants have received
notice of cancellation. 

“There’s not much we
can do about (terminating)
a general power of attor-
ney to begin with — espe-
cially if there is no way to
physically get the docu-
ment back,” Musselman
said. “General power of
attorneys are usually diffi-
cult to cancel. That’s why
we always stress against
using the general power of
attorney, and we ask that
they make sure that the
person they entrust (the
document to) is someone
they can really trust.”

He added that one issue
many Soldiers

may experience is people
don’t have to accept or
honor the power of attor-
ney. We’ve had issues
where merchants won’t
honor the document.

“For example, a family
member or someone trying
to have household goods
shipped for a Soldier.
Some shipping and mort-
gage companies won’t
honor or accept general
powers of attorney,” he
said. “They only accept
special powers of attor-
neys. 

“Another recourse a serv-
ice member may have is
filing a civil suit against a
person that has abused the
power of attorney. We
don’t do that, but if it’s
another service member
that has abused the power
of attorney, the Soldier can
process a 138 claim ... to
ask his commander to take

action against another
Soldier.”

Musselman said although
redeployment briefings
inform Soldiers about serv-
ices available from SJA, to
mental and health issues,
the legal assistance office is
always available to help
with legal matters.

For more information,
call your unit’s legal assis-
tance office. 

4 October 13, 2005PARAGLIDE

Legal Assistance
Office

p Soldiers assigned to
XVIII Airborne Corps
units can call 396-6113 or
2511 for legal informa-
tion.

p Soldiers assigned to
82nd Airborne Division
units can call 432-0195
for legal information.
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