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A great story always
brings out the question,
“What happens next?”
The listener leans forward
and wants to hear the next
part of the story. I love
those types of sto-
ries.  A good
story teller
keeps me
intently curi-
ous.

Great stories
go some-
where. The
drama reaches
beyond the pres-
ent moment and out
into in the future.  A
great story moves us
from a past event or set-
ting and propels us to the
future.  “What happens
next?”

The stories we heard as
children and the stories we
now read to our children
captivate their imagina-
tions.  We never lose inter-
est in good stories. When
we were little, many of the
stories ended with the
phrase “and they lived
happily ever after.”  That
is not really the end of the
story.  

The book ended, but the
story kept on going. The
phrase is included so that
we could close the book
and tuck the little ones to
sleep. A child’s curiosity
keeps them interested in
the future possibilities of
how the story develops
after the book is closed.

We all want to know

what happens next.  Our
lives are a story as well.
The prophets, shaman and
fortune tellers of the past
captivated interest for gen-
erations because they offer
the chance to see what
happens next.  

Much of what is talked
about in military settings
revolves around that topic

of “What is next?”
Who is deploy-

ing?  When
do we go?

Where
will we
be?  What
happens next?
These are all
questions that reach
from the present and
propel us into the
future.  

The desire to
know what hap-
pens next is a uni-
versal craving. I
don’t think that we
have mere idle curiosity
about the future.  The real
question is not about what
will happen next and when

will these events occur.
The real question we all
have is, “Will I be able to
accept what will happen
next?”  

The desire is to know
that if this occurs or that,
will I be OK? Will I be able

to handle it?  That
is why we get

anxious about
the unknown.
The concern

is not just
about

future

events, but about our abili-
ty to face those events.

Where do you find the abil-
ity to handle the future?
Your life is a story that is
being written by you about
your life’s events. The story
begins in the past and is pro-
pelled into the future.  The
story is being read by those
around you who see and
know you.  What are they
reading in your life’s story?
Are they concerned about
how the story turns out? Are
they wondering if you will
be able to handle it or that
you can stand it?  

The scriptures I read talk
often about the ability to
stand firm in our situation.

We are told to
stand firm.

That
means

that we
will

han-
dle

the
future

story of our
life as it

occurs. It may
not be the story

that we had
hoped for or what

we had expected,
but it is our unique
story.  We have the
opportunity to craft
a great story,
regardless of the
plot changes.
When someone
asks you, “What
happens next?” I
trust that they
will see an

example of a
good story being written.
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York Theater
FFrriiddaayy

Crank (R)

SSaattuurrddaayy
Open Season (PG)*

Jackass Number 2 (R)
The Nativity Story 

(Special Screening at 4 p.m.)

SSuunnddaayy
Jet Li’s Fearless (PG-13)

Pope Theater
FFrriiddaayy

The Black Dahlia (R)

SSaattuurrddaayy
Flyboys (PG-13)*

SSuunnddaayy
Open Season (PG-13)*

School for Scoundrels (PG-13)
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CCRRAANNKK

Chev Chelios is about to begin his morning
with an unexpected wake-up call. Groggy, practi-
cally unable to move and with a heart that's bare-
ly beating, he hears the voice of thug Ricky
Verona, who reveals Chev has been poisoned in
his sleep and only has an hour to live.

WWhhaatt HHaappppeennss NNeexxtt??


