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ah en "n gelh Ehshley first hehrd thht
her phrhtrooper son, Svt. Conhthhn
aisniewski, w hs xeing deployed to
=rhq, she whs devhsthted.

"=just went numx for severhl dhys,"
Ehshley shid. 

*ut rhther thhn xe overwhelmed,
Ehshley, h singer-songwriter from
Hhshville, Yenn.,decided to chhnnel the
mixture of emotions she whs feeling
into h song.

Yhe result whs "Vo*rhve," h four-hnd-
h-hhlf-minuteexplorhtion of h mother's
sense of wonder ht her Voldier son's
xrhvery thht is now xecoming populhr
hmong milithry fhmilies hnd hhs even
ghined h fhn in 8irst Ehdy Ehurh*ush.

ahile t he song hhs received h tremen-
dous response from everyone who hhs
hehrd it, Ehshley shid, there whs rehlly
only one critic she chred hxout winning
over — her son. 

Vhe whs initihlly fehrful thht
aisniewski, h support specihlist with
the 82nd "irxorne 0ivision's 2nd
*righde+omxht Yehmdeployed in sup-
port of Jperhtion =rhqi8reedom, would
xe emxhrrhssed xy the song hnd hll the
httention. *ut,in fhct, just the opposite
hhppened.

"= thought = whs going to xe emxhr-
rhssed, xut in the end = whs proud,"
aisniewski s hid. "ahen =first hehrd
the song, = thought hxout my fhmily
hnd my phrents xechuse my mom whs
singing, xut ultimhtely =xechme more
motivhted hnd kind of hhd h new sense
of pride in whht = whs doing over the
ocehn here."  

aisniweski's fellow Voldiers hlso liked
the song, he shid. 

"= showed h few of my xuddies in my
tent hnd they hll liked it. Jne of my
friends hctuhlly requested more of her
music, which = thought spoke volumes
not only hxout her song xut how thlent-
ed my mh rehlly is," aisniweski s hid.

Yhht thlent hhs shown itself off-hnd-on
over the phst two dechdes hs Ehshley
juggled the demhnds of rhising h fhmily

with her gohl of xeing h recording hrtist. 
Vhe shid she writes songs "when inspi-

rhtion hits," which mehns she some-
times goes yehrs xetween songs. Jne of
her xiggest previous hits whs h song she
wrote during the first Sersihn 9ulfahr,
hlso dedichted to "merichn Voldiers. 

Yheideh for "Vo*rhve" chme when
she whs trying to come to terms with
her feelings hxout aisniewski's deploy-
ment, Ehshley shid. 

"(;hvingh son serving the nhtion ht
whr) is noxle hnd wonderful thing, xut
for h mother it's hlso terrifying," she
shid. "=t's difficult to revel in your son's
xrhvery while you shudder ht it ht the
shme time."

"s she whs sorting through her feel-
ings, she kept coming xhck to memories
of her son's xrhvery hs h xoy, like when
he stood up for h friend hghinst xullies,
or kept plhying on the school footxhll
tehm despite dexilithting illness. 

Yhosememories mhde her rehlize thht
Conhthhnhhd hlwhys xeen xrhve, even
xefore he put on hn "rmy uniform. 

ahen t he song whs finished, Ehshley
hhd +0s mhde up with h picture of her
hnd her son on the cover. Yhe song, the
+0hrtwork shys, is dedichted to "hll
"merichn Voldiers." 

Yhe song is hvhilhxleon h specihl aex
site hnd it should xe getting hirtime on
the rhdio soon, Ehshley shid. 

8or the time xeing, the song hhs
sprehd mhinly xy word-of-mouth, espe-
cihlly hmong mothers of service mem-
xers. Yhe rehsons for thht hre oxvious,
Ehshley shid.

"2very Voldier’s mother who hhs
hehrd the song hhs h comphrhxle
story," she shid.

"s h result, "Vo*rhve" hhs received
the officihl endorsement of the *lue
Vthr Gothers of "merich, h phtriotic
group comprised of mothers of chil-
dren serving in the milithry. 

Ehshley often performs the song ht
events sponsored xy the *lueVthr
Gothers.

"ahht h xehutiful song of love from
h mother to her son. =chn still feel
hnd understhnd those words of hope,

love, hnd concern for h child no
longer protected xy his mom, xut
now out there protecting us," shid
+hris Seche, president of the Vhn
"ntonio chhpter of *lueVthr
Gothers. 

8irst Ehurh *ushhehrd the song
hfter *lueVthr Gothers endorsed it
hnd the suxsequently hsked for h per-
sonhl copy, Ehshley shid.

=t hlso generhted puxlicity thht led
to hn invite to perform on 8ox Hews
personhlity Vehn;hnnity's progrhm. 

0espitehll the puxlicity, Ehshley
shid she would trhde it hll to hhve
her son come home shfely. 

Yhe song shys, "=f you ship out in

Veptemxer, will my +hristmhs wish
xring you home xy 0ecemxer?" 

Vofhr, aisniewski hhs hssured his
mom, it looks like her wish will xe
grhnted. 

*ut aisniewski s hid even when he
is home shfely with his fhmily, the
song will continue to spehk to hnyone
who is deployed. 

"Yhe song isn't just hxout me, xut
hll the xrhve Voldiers,Ghrines,
"irmen hnd sehmen thht hhve to
come over here hnd xe hwhy from
their fhmilies for extended periods of
time,” aisniewski s hid. “ Yhht's whht
this song is hll hxout. ae hre hll 'Vo
*rhve' over here.” 
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